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Queft. 1. Hether the prefent Hebrew Text, or 
the Tranflation of the LXX, be of 
greater Authority ? If the H«bre®, 

why was the LXX only, or moft commonly usd by the Cbrijti- 

ans the firsl soo years mext after Chrift, and always referr'd 
to inthe New Tejtament ? 

Qu, 2. Though there be many various readings in the Tran- 
fiations of the S. Scriptures, yet all agreeing in rhe [ubtan- 
tial and Doctrinal part, whether it be not a clear Evidence of 
the Aushority and Truth of the Doctrine there delivered, tothe 
Confusion of the Atheift ? 

Ani. The prefeateHebrew Text is of greateft Authos 
rity, aad the LXX was uled becaufe the Greek Tongue 
was at that time beft underftood by the Chriftians: 
Bur there is inthe Prefsa Difcourfe concerning the In- 
teariry and Purity of the Hebrew Bibie, wherein “ts hoped 
the Querift my find as much fatisfaction as will be 
expected trom 3 fheets, whereunto it is confised, being 
part of a Treatife entituled, @ Compleat Library, 
that will be publifhed for the Month of May. And as 
to the 2d. Queftion, ’tis likewile hoped he will hod by 
the Prowmium , and body of the aforefaid Difcourfe we 
fha!] have no need of that laft Relief againi? Atheilin. 
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Qreft. 3. L defire your Sentiments on that pilpaze. 
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27-52, §3. woere it is written, at the Graves opened, 
and the Saints arofe atthe Earthquake, wate wt at our 
Stviours Crucifixion 5 and yet it | rinat ; 
did mt come out of their Graves till after toe Kejurrection ? 
Kam a {ober fiacere enquirer; I have no bioks big the Bible, 
which according toa famous Door, is fulncient 5 but norwic’ 
ffanding my {ober inguiry , r cannes: underStind, tha: thire 


were any glorified Saints before cur blef.t Scvtours Aj enji- 
on, or who Canoniz’d them 3 or whether they returs d vo their 
Graves, or were their Bodies affumed into Heaven, or to 
what purpofe did they appear, or what was their Errand and 
defizn ; or whether there is any Tradition in the Catholick 
Church concerning that Miracle ? 

Anfw. Mr. Pool in his Synop%s Criticorum, after having 
examin’d many Opinions abouc this Text, tells us, chat 
St. Matthews defign here was rather to relate the many 
furprizing Miracles that hapned about that time, than 
the order and diftin@tion of the times in which they 
fell out ; nor does fuch arecital bring the truth of the 
relation into que(tion, no more than if any other Author 
or Perfon by bringing two different things into one re- 
Jation which are both truth, does make ‘em contem- 
porary. 

The word Slept in the Text, means Perfons in the 
State of Death. as isevident by other parallel places in 
Scripture, as Lazarus was faid to fleep when he was 
dead, and Stepren was faid to fall aflecp, when he was 
fton’d to Death: ’Fis alto a common expretlion amongit 
Heathen Authors, both Greek and Latin, thus Homer 
in I. X. 241. 

Qs oucy aS Mega Loui TLTO YaAKEOY Ul OV. 
f.e. Sic quidem Laplus cormivit ferreun Somnum. And Ca- 
tullus fays, Nox eff perpetua una dormienda. — Our Savi- 
our was the firft-truits from the dead, not the firftas 
caine again to Life, for there were the Shunzmites Son, 
Lazarus, and many more, but he was the firft that rofe 
wich a material dead Body, and took.ie with him into 
Heaven: As for the Term Holy City, later preters generally 
agree that twas Ferulalem, which was commonly called fo 
by the Jews, becaule of the Holy Temple and Wor fhip of God 
which were in it:Sothat the meaning of the place is thus, 
Whea onr Saviour fuffer’d,there was a great Earthquake ; 
exc. and when he arofe again from thedead, and had by 
his rifing fhow’d thathe had overcome Death, he alfo rai- 
fed fevera) other Holy perfons which were alfo dead, for 
tne greater manifeftation of his Power. Thus far we are 
certain,and ‘we are inclin’d to believe, that thofe very per- 
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fons which he rais'd dy’d.no more, but after their appeat- 
ance atcended to Heaven, from feVeral paflages that we 
meet with in the Father’, That Chrift delcended alone, but 
alcended to his Father with agreat multitude. Thus Thail- 
daus, Ignatius, Macafius, Ambrofe, Epipbanius, and others 
are ofthe fame Opinion ; and fome pretend to tell who 
they were, as Adam, Fob, others'that they were Noah 

Abraham and David; others again that they were Shini- 
on, Anna, Zacharias, Foln the Baptijt. There's a Book 
call'd the Gofpel ot Nichodemus (a Romifh Legend ) 
which gives you a more partitular account of their num- 
ber, exc. if you pléate to believe ic ; Theophyladt indeed 
believ'd, that whew they had appear’d they went down 
again intothe Grave, but we find no body elfé of his 
Opinion. 

— Queft. 4. Whether you have not givena figaal Demonftra- 
tion of your Capability of writing a Natural Hijiory, when 
ina paragraph abougthe middle ej your Fuftification, ‘sis vi- 
fible you cannot write true fence, as appears hy the following 
words, wherein there is no Principle Verb. Mer. Apr. 23d. 
A Gentlemans Friend of our Society Travelling in the 
Welt of England, in a Valley betwixt*two high Hills, 
extending Eaftward and Weftward, the Sun juit feccihg, 
where theie fell a fmall fhower of Rain, which he af- 
firms did by means of the Scituation of the place give the 
untiual Phenomenon of anentire Circular Rainbow, 

Now Til venture tohold a Me{sgpf Frumenty, to beftow 1p- 
on zi» poor Society (which will be move edifying and better 
underftood by them, than one of Jus Nigrum) they take you to be 
ihe Author of this Queftion. Pray refolve this difficult point 
as joon us my be. 

dajw. It you pleafe to fupply one Monofy|lable which 
the Printer left out, to wit, few betwixt England and in, 
youl find vour Complement too hafty. 

Queft. 5. Plautus in bis Amphitryo, introduces Sofia 
Swearing by Hercules before he was born; Mr. Dr-d-n in 
his Play bearing the {ame Title, gives 2 Covetous Fudge the 
Name of Gripus, vubith as we take if, is no, Greck Name, 
but apparently referrs to the Enplifh word Griping: Qu 
Which isthe mojt excufable Error of the tovo 3 for having os 
with per {ons of their reputation,I dare mot fay which is the worft ? 

Anjw. Plautus liv'd 1015 yearsafter Hercules, fochat 
the word being#noc only common, but perhaps in Vogue, 
he might utter it without overthinking in that Play, and 
ve no lefs a Man ( that is fubjeé to Error fometimes ) 
than our Modern Sparranes are. As for MreDr-d-n, he 
is not to be cenfur'd, but the contrary,.for giving the 
Name of Gripus to a Covetous Jitdge, fince the Greek 
word Teizos¢and TeigG,, fignifies rete, a Net, or yeerd;, 
pilcator, trom whence the French tay Griper, to inatch: 
This makes good our Englith Proverb’ of a Covetous 
Man, to whom ali’s Fifh that comes into the Net. 


Queft. 6. Gent. Pray give us the re’, the following 
Question in your next Mercury, becaufe a confiderable W ager 
depends upon it, Wheeler are we 20 pronsunce it Cleomenes 
or Cleoménes ? 

An|w. Mr. Dr-d-n in his Verfe pronounces it Ceoméres, 
and not Cleoménes, and with all the reafon in the World, 
for by this he does not only keepaiip the: foftnefs ot the 
found, (no mean Grace ia Speule but alfo fticks to 
the General Rule, a 

Si ultima fyllaba fit longa, dccentus evitin Ambipenultima. 
Now the Exception of Authority or Cuftom breaks not a 
General Rule, unlefs the Cuftom is General, but cae 
Authority orCuftom of pronpustiag me 1 Cleomenes Thore 
is not general, is very certain,fince tis not Only difputable, 
but perhaps che greater party propounce it long according to 
the Greek accent ;piin Enripides indeed ts pronounc’d fhor, 
for every one chat underflands but a Jittlé Greek, 
knows that iis fhore in the Pemdlrima before all Confo. 
nants, few excepted, and fo alfo ig4 ; ds in Ar iftophanes. 
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thert'yalfo but a very few excepted, befides Cuftom hat 
fecur'd any Change in their Expreffion. A late Faccbite 
Author has done his Party but little Service by faying, 
“Te wou'd certainly be very ridi $fo i , that 
“in any Language words thou'dbe differently pronoun- 
“ced in Verte from what they are in Profe, ec ; but 
he hasnot thidly confidered the Greek Language now 
in difpute, for irs well known by every body that knows 
Homer, Hefiod. Sc. thrt it wou'd be very ridiculous to read 
a Verfe in Homer, as we do the Arguments of his Subjects 
which is writ ia Profe. 

Queft. 7. Pray what wu the reafon of thole falle Quan- 
tities in lajt Saturdays Mercury, fince you have 4 certain E- 
nemy that bas improv'd’em at an extravagant rate ? 

Anjw. The occalion of em We have noted in an Ad- 
vertifement in our laft Mercury; the Original Copy 
that went to the Prefs is in our Booklellers hands as it 
came from the Prefswwithout any alteration, and weare 
not anfwerable for the blunders of the Printer, nor the 
Malice of our Adverfary, who has put in tendit ad erro- 
rem, for filtit ad errorem, torender us more ridiculous, 
thd if hed been as fharp as he was willing to ex- 
pote us, he might have feena greater blunder in thete 
Verles than a talfe Quantity, viz. Sudalivas eficit Auras, 
the Winds, inflead of Aures Ears.» The Verfes were 
thefe, and we defire the Reader to alter the other with 
his Pen. 

Omne petit Metam propriam, molimina vertens 

In finem Motu dignum, qua fallicur ulerd 

Siftit aderrorem, nova bifque pericla retentat. 

Sic catulus titubat Spartanus in Ubera felis 

Matre abfente faa, quoad ungula crimen acerbat. 


Queft. 8. Whether the Athenians bad a Frenchman a- 
mong ft’em when they tranflated Marefcal a Marfhal, inftead 
of a Fariner ? 

An(w. There’s not one of our Society ever faw that 
Tranflation, or fo much asone tittle of the whole Book, 
till after it was publithr, 

Queft. 9. Whether Unguis, Unguiculus, and Ungula are 
not originally the fame? and which is mofi expreffive of a La- 
cedemonian Cats paw? 

Anfw. Tne tormer part of the Queftion may bear an 
Affirmative ; as to the latter part, the Lacedemonian Cats 
(as they tell us) are retromingent, and couple prone 
and fupine: Now we believethese are no fuch Animals, 
but if there be, Hngula is the proper'{t word to exprefs 
a very dull, heavy paw. 

Queft. 10. A Gentleman of great worth both of Mind aud 
Eftate, hath conceived a Notion (fromthe Presching sf a perjon 
inthe Fleet) that our Saviour will come upon Earth in perfon, 
and reigna thoufand years, in which time all things fhall be 
in common, anda kind equality among all perfons, and that 
the precife time of this mighty Change will commence in the 
year 1697. The Gent. is in a perfect way sneie and 
bath quite abandoned the common Pleafure of life ; we cou'd be 
willing to comfort him could we be fatisfy'd of the ways you 
will dire, or of your Opinion in the matter ? 

An(w. This is already 2 {wer’d in Vol.4. Numb 6. 
in a whole Mercury on that Subject. 

Queft. 11. How the punifbing Temporal Sins with an E- 
ternity Of Torment confists with the infinite Fuftice and Good- 
ne{s of the Divine: Nature? 

Anfw. God who owes nothing to any Man, and who 
made all things for his Glory, can’t be difappointed in 
his defigns, he will be glorify’d either in our Happinefs 
or Mifery ; butthishis Soveraignty and power are not 
at all contradictory to his Juftice and Goodnefs, tor he 
has enjoyn’d nothing, but what there’s the highe/t Equi- 
ty in Nature for. 

If we confider after retributions, which is the Cafe 


in the. Queftion, hisiJuftice is yet more apparently fignal, 
in punifhing the obftmate with Eternal Torments. There 
are many gegfons which will jultifie this difpenfation. 


1. That an Eternity of Rewards is oppos dto an Eter- 
nity of Punifhments; and if fo, there’s as much Reafon 
to ask how God can be juft, and make fuch an unpro- 
portionable Recompence, as Eternal Happinefs for a few 
tempofary Services and an imperfect Obedience. 

2. Eternal Punifhment is an ill Mans Choice, and to 
ene that’s willing there can be no injury, volenti non fit 
injuria. Suppofe I'd a Kingdom in poflefiion, and out of 
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my free will and Goodnefs, fhou’d fend to an atwinted 
rebellious Subject, and affure ‘him by the moft certain 
demonftrations that he was capable of receivirg, that I'd 
adopt him my heir. to my Crown and Kingdom, if he’d 
but gratefully acknowledge it ; if not, ke fhou’d lye in 
his Attaindure, and be always fubjeét to my difpleafure: 
Now if inftead of complying with my Goodne(s, and his 
own Intereft, he fhou’d fcorn my favour, and make 
choice of his fhatne’and folly, wou’d it not be juft in me 

to givehim his choice, nay rather woud it not be inju- 

{tice not to doit? ’Tis Man that concemus himielf, noe 

God ; ‘tis Man that’s fo barbarous to his own Soul, and 

inatches damnation out of the haus of God whilft he is 

intreated to forbear. 

3. An infinite God. is offended, therefore the punifh- 
ment fhou'd be infinite. He thar affaults a Peafani, de- 
ferves not the fame punifhmenc as he that aflaulcs a King. 

4. A Man habdieuated to a vicious Life wou'd fa on to 
Eternity ithe were to carry a body avout him fo jong : 
So that Eternal defires of fianing have but an equai retri- 
bution. 

5. All fuch as make this plea, are either fn earneft or 
not, if they are in earneft, they’! fecure themielves 5 if 
they're in jeft, and look upon Heil to be a Dream, ora 
Chimera, ora Flea-bite, they can’: fay they are hardly 
deale by ifthey undergo fuch a fleighr punifhment. Bue 
we fhall add no more upon this Subjeét, having largely 
already handled this point in thofe 12 Numbers that com- 
pleat our 6¢b. Volume, which were pubuifhit laft Tiui/ day. 

Queft. 12. Why wx Gods Anger kindled again{t Balaam, 
for going with the Princes of Moab, Num. 22.23. whereas it 
is exprefly faid, v.20. that God came tohim at Night, and faid, 
if the men come to call .vee, rileup, and go with them. 

An{w. The preceding part of the Relation gives us an 
Account that the King of Afoab had fent before for Ba- 
laim to come and curfe I/rael, but that God wou'd not 
permit him to go; and’twas upon a fecond Impor cunity 
that God fuffer’d ic, yet with a provifo, The word shar f 
foali fay unto thee, that hale thou do, v.20. Now it appears 
that Balaam, who is eltewhere calld a Lover of the wazes 
of Harighteou{nefs, had a defign to alter the word which 
he fhou’d receive from theLord,and order matters fo as to 
fecure his Intereft and Promotion with the Kirg of Moab, 
aud hence it was that the Ange! faid, Tiy way is perverje 
b:fore me ;and put him in ‘mind again of the reftriction he 
had before receiv’d in his Commiffion, v 35. Go with the 
men, but the word that I fhall {peak unto thee, thar shou fhale 
freak: So that thisis not any contradiétion at al! in God 
Almighty, buca reprehenfion of Balicms Covetoulnefs, 
who wou’d feign have bin curfing I/raet for a little Ho- 
nour and Riches. 

Queft. 13. Gent. Your Adverfaries have acquainted the 
World that they wow d expole your Ignorance about Plautus, 
which they have endeavour'd, but to no purple at all, for the 
whole of their difcourfe Centers in this ( forno man living can 
make any more of it ) you {zid, that Horace was as culpable 
as Plautus, beang guilty of Flattery and Obicenity : Now 
Twou'd feign know how this concludes that you were more ig- 


norant of Plautus than of Horace. 

An fw. Our Adverfaries are out of their Element when they 
come to prove any thing, they meant ( when they threatned ) that 
they wou‘d make a noife at us, which with al! cheir Party pallés for 
demonftration. ‘Tis plain, and we'll reterr it to all the Worid that 
they have not bin as great as their werd, but only fay that Horace 
was nO Flatterer ; we'll not be Judge in our own Cafe, but ftand py 
the determination of the Leara‘d, whether ever aay Man was more 
guilty of it than he, in/.4. Ode 5. addrefling himiel! ro Usuguftus, 
he begins with Divis orte bonis ; and there‘s almott fuch another pat- 
fage in lib.2. Ode 5. befides, we tind that Suctonivs, who gives a fhort 


Account of his Life, quotes a paflagein a Letter of Auguftus to Bfe- 
cenas, where ipeakiag of Horace, he | Lys, Veniet ivitur ab ifta para- 
fitica menfam ad banc regiam, this was a little belore Augivftus made 


him his Secretary. As ior his Ob!cenity ‘t1s granted already: and 
asfor Plavtusts Obicenity which you deny, read the Scene in his Gz- 
fina that begins Sine medo rus veniat,&c. and that which begins, ae- 
que ego quo fugiana meg; ub lateam, KePol the feme Play ; and to Ex- 
glifh tins in his mites Gloriefis meq; ego unquam alienum [cortumfu- 
bagito in convivio ; orthisin Cafina, Nunc tu fi velis me fubcitare, 
proba eft occafio. Qu. Whether any thing in the Priapcta be worte 
than thele 2 Scenes 1: Cufina. Sothat our Charge 1s gocd in every 
particular, and their‘s good in nothing uniels it bean excellence to 
tell an idle Stery inftead of proving what they wou'd do : but we fup- 
pofe this yveak effort vvas made agaiu{tus becaule wve had expos‘d 
their horrid nonferfical Tran{lation ot Spettar trifcurvia patritiorum, 
Juv. Sat’8. near the end, fee the 1 Qu. N. 12. ofour Paper. As 
for their Threatsabout the Diffenters Sckign, we advi'e ‘em to look 
to their Conclufions a little better than they have yet Joue. 
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